ae 4 hewbury St., Boston, 


HOV. ALS, LOL < 


iy dear Helen: 
I used to scold you for beginning letters qith an 

apology for not having written; so I must not be guilty of the sin 

for which I chided you, But nevertheless and notwithstanding I have 

been husy, iis tele thea for years. The book is almost finished, ‘and 

will probably dome. Gare in January. I have still a chapter to write, 

And Fred Howe ( he is the Commissioner of Jevigration in New 

York ) wee wae more. The others are done, And I think they are 

well done, horen and our other collaborator, Ay J. hock, and I 

all ‘think rather well of the result and none of us is under any 

delusions about himself or his Pell owawediee re, The surprising thing 

is: that four hen, FYorking inaependently, though of course Koren 

and I have talked over the idea, should have arrived at ‘such unity 

and coherence, If the work is half as good as we tnink it is, 


it will evoke e respcense fror. the right pepple and the right 


amount of attack from ines wrong people. We swell be accused of. 


treason end progermanism and dnicwalsi see and arson, Besides the vork 
on the book, Koren and I have been working on the prospectus ofras 
great international magazine. Keep this under your bonnet, for 
premature news of it might stop our plans, It#is:so big and 
beautiful an idea that I hardly dare hope it can ever be realized — 
ina rotten worlds). °I411 tell you more about it when the time comes, 


if it. does come, Then IT am ees an aetiale once or twice ae 


oni Pleuto “pulmonary affections for my friend Dr. Honeij. ‘He is 
an amazingly interesting fellow, quiet as a mouse until Soutnee 
him on the subject of the present war. He was a soldier in the Boer | 
army , and you can imagine wheat he thinks of aioana: and we his 
talk sounds like when he encounters W. S. Booth. 

So you see I have been a very busy chap. Work agrees. with me, 
and I. feel..so. fit that my. friends aacuse me of getting fat, which 
I ain't ‘eause I weighed myself and am exactly where I was when I 
was examined for life insurance ten years ago. This is fortunate, 
because it permits me to wear the same trousers that I have been 
wearing for several years. And new trousers are not readily accessi-«- 
ble owing to the high cost of paper, and the fact that the hany 
interesting things I have been doing are not yet productive of =m 
‘fortune in its more vulgar aspects. But wait. 

i know perfectly what you mean by saying that you feel repressed 

and impotent... ce you make one wistake. That feeling, or rather 
the situation that gives rise to the feeling, is not wholly, or 


in large Pert due to your eve eienes pee SAG RI Bveryoody who 


gees things from. our point of view feels the same way, depressingly 


and depressedly powerless to do anything. ' What. can we do?” ‘Suppose 


you: and I and: Koren and anybody else you. like were ‘together and 


set oo to tackle something at the pres ent crisis, ain Bee what 


‘would yeu tackle? ae don! t do Say more groping ang stumbling: than 


* ; Bas 
masked vigilante for writing Gertian words), if people used reason. 
Reneon is the best instrument the Almighty gave us, but we leave 
it..outcin”the: rain, and: forset to oil it, and run its inte ditches; 
and (then besides the ‘Amenity in his infinite unwisdom didn't give 
some people any reason at all; and they are the people you have to 
deal. with, A minor matter, but alrningly symptomatic: the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra, the best orchestra that ever was assembled, 
is in a fare way to be wrecked and don vanaad forever, simply 
because a newspaper, and then other ne ewsps apers, deliverately lied 
aoout Dr. luck, who has in point of .aet, Delawed “TAS the gentleman 
and scholar that he is - end a philosopher, too{f I envy his 
intellectual power and serenity. And a bunch of poor fiddlers 
who have never offended anybody but have played in harmony with 
Prenchmen and Italians and Belgians and Englishmen and Americans 
are to have their means of livelihood taken away. If any one of 
them had done. Petre actual pecaroe this government, it would be 
perfectly juatifiable to hang him or shoot him- c'est la guerre-, 
but why in the name of reason, which there ain't much except whet 
you and I have, ‘make people. niserable and UNE PPY. 5: end. gepeiye 
“Us of great and consoling music, when the players have done nothing _ 
to hurt anybody? And he re “is another thing to. think about: mn 

/ 


‘Berlin: there ALS ot were dest ‘summer when. Koren | was here a 


‘Russian. archestra, Bard many unattached Russian musicians and 


be content until they have wrecked the only thing that gives Boston 


» 


distinction in the arts. You see, I do agree with you, only we 

say things in different ways. And you don't noe naueltty cuss words 

in your letters, though I can reed a few between your lines, 
There isn't any going back to a dear old life; or to a dis- 

agreeable old life. We have-to go ehead either to better or ‘to © 

worse. And you can have this consolation; the next ten years 

or twenty are going to be terrifically interesting, even to 

watcn from the side-lines, as you and I nust, witnout taking 

an important active part in them, 

If you have to leave Mew York State I am glad you are going to 
valifornia, where glso a woman is a citizen, Only be sure not to 
nisuse your vote. Cast it obediently for the safe snd sane old 
Republican or Deniocratic bunch. fYhus you will prove yourself 
patriotic xx and proelly and Christian. Your os ect peri igen 
under suspicion because you have the reprehensible habat of thinks - 


ing somewhat as He did, according to the extant records, Which 


reminds me that the British ‘Seen to have got control or the Arabian 


situation and that takes England the chief Mohammedan county, in 


the world, oF suppose that King George. will be idetender of two: 


faiths, which is some: straddle, even for an English monarch, 


~~ 


‘Meanwhile the Hun, whom I can curse nore eloquently than the 


Transcipt. and ae endangers the poor old beautiful cities 


ot. northern: Healy. | 


heard frou her or ¥ 


ce 


*.to’do when I had not asked his advice and had clearly indicated that 


‘Trdid- not. want it, i should not be sorry if they put hin in jail. 


#or when he is in prison pent he writes better poetry than when 


he is allowed to roam at large. Incarceration seems to concentrate 


his emazing but diffuse Faculties 


Na nay my dear oe we wen are not resigning: we have lon 
’ vy» J ’ S ? 5 


ze ccenized you as Our superiors; now we are admitting you to the 


= 


thing. I like the fight you-made for it, 


‘LOSE. with pugs” in ‘it, the reform of the 


votes to more people or changing the law 


Z0 in a horse's shoe does not settle any 


this idea you will find ceveloped in our 


sordid level of politic cal equality. And believe ne, that-is & poor 


but the guerdon is a withered 
political state by Ziving 
as to how many nails shall 


essential problem, But 


learned book which I nope 


A Ste reach you about Feb 1, of wha ut will wxxkk be ironic cally called 


the wear of Our-Lord 1918, 


Yours ever lovingly, 


